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Kuhlman hall director bids adieu

Residence Life searches for replacement after Bell’s sudden departure
B Y A VERY S TRYCHASZ
Guest Writer
Residents of Kuhlman Hall
were informed last Thursday
that former Hall Director Kirby Bell would be leaving her
position the following day,
rendering some residents bewildered.
Tasked with the important
job of overseeing the well-being of residents and maintaining the hall, a hall director is a
crucial part of the residential
experience. For this reason,
Bell’s departure has raised
concerns for some Kuhlman
residents.
Residents were notified of
her decision last Thursday
morning in an email from
Bell.
In her message, students
were told that Bell would be
leaving her position at Xavier
the subsequent day for a new
job opportunity. She provided
links to support her residents
through the upcoming housing selection process, along
with her well wishes.
Some Kuhlman residents
noted that Bell had a lasting
impact during her time as hall
director and will be missed.
Many residents, like firstyear Kuhlman resident Olivia
Castelli, were completely unaware that Bell was considering leaving.
“At first I was shocked, but
then I realized that she probably got a better offer for the
long run,” Castelli said.
Castelli’s biggest worry is that this situation may
be “confusing” for RAs. She
hopes that the RAs will be
able to achieve the same support they would have had in
crisis situations despite Bell’s
departure.
Ella Ongoro, another Kuhlman resident, was taken aback
by the whole situation.
“I used to see (Bell’s) emails

Newswire photo by Alex Budzynski

Residents of Kuhlman Hall (photographed above) were informed last week that former Hall Director Kirby Bell would be leaving her position at Xavier
to pursue another career opportunity. In an email, she wished the residents and staff well, but her departure has raised questions among residents.

and it was a reminder that
someone was there for me,”
Ongoro said. Ongoro felt that
the whole situation was “out
of the blue,” but she wishes
Bell luck in her future endeavors.
With the sudden change,
several residents have raised
concern about whether Residence Life will replace Bell for
the remainder of the semester.
Lori Lambert, senior director for Student Affairs in
the Office of Residence Life,
assured that Residence Life
is doing all they can to assist
Kuhlman residents during the
transition time.
“(We have) systems in place
and are here to support you,”

she said.
Lambert emphasized that
residents of Kuhlman Hall
can continue to use the plethora of resources that Xavier
offers. RAs will also continue
to act as a support system in
the largest first-year residence hall on campus.
The five other hall directors on campus are working
in conjunction with Lambert
and Assistant Director of
Residence Life Matt Zalman
to handle situations left unattended in Bell’s absence.
Lambert
acknowledges
that it would be preferable to
have a full-time Hall Director,
but emphasizes that the Office
of Residence Life is working
hard to “fill the gaps.”

While many residents felt
that Bell’s exit was sudden,
the pursuit to fill her position
will not be rushed.
Residence Life is actively searching to fill the open
position at Kuhlman, though
Lambert stressed that “it depends on the candidates.” The
Office of Residence Life hopes
to find a match for Kuhlman
soon, but they will take all the
time necessary to ensure that
a candidate is found who can
confidently meet the specific
needs of Kuhlman Hall and
its residents.
Hall directors are responsible for a myriad of different
jobs in each residence hall on
campus. These include managing all RAs in the hall, as-

sisting with the RA hiring
process, helping coordinate
Physical Plant maintenance
and serving as a resource for
each resident.
Along with a salary, hall
directors gain professional
development opportunities,
receive a stipend for campus
restaurants, access to Xavier’s
tuition remission program
and live on campus with access to private amenities and
benefits.
Lambert extended her well
wishes to Bell and commended her on the job she has done.
Residence Life staff noted
that she has made a great impact, not only to her residents,
but to the Xavier community
as a whole.
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XU standouts land Orr fellowship
Five students from class of 2020 selected for the prestigious program

Photo courtesy of Lauren King

Lauren King (above) is kicking off her career with the prestigious Orr
fellowship, offering her hands-on experiences in the indianapolis area.

tunities, as well as paid handson experience.
The program focuses on
professional
development
through workshops, skill enhancement and speakers.
Orr is mainly self-led, and
the company prides itself on
professional development. A
competitive program, the average acceptance rate is
.
The mission statement of the
Orr Fellowship program is to
“develop and recruit the next

B Y G RACE C ARLO
Xavier’s ohn Hoffman,
Lauren King, Madison Parrelli, Bethany oung and Carolanne Zells have all been selected for the Orr Fellowship.
This is a two-year program
that pairs recent college graduates with Orr companies in
the Indianapolis area.
The experience many professional networking oppor-

generation.”
Madison Parelli, senior
marketing and business analytics major, applied for the
program with the pandemic
in mind.
“With CO ID, it is harder
to get a job, so I felt like it was
a good option,” Parelli said.
Parelli also believes this will
largely benefit her career.“Orr
itself does a lot of workshops
with alumni and fellows that
are successful, which helps
build you as a stronger leader
and better for the workforce,”
she said.
Marketing major Lauren
King spoke about her initial
exposure to the program. “As
a freshman, I went to the career fair and loved the aspect
of Orr. They take any major,
and they want people who are
leaders,” King said.
King kept Orr in the back
of her mind while at Xavier.
“My senior year, I was recommended to apply by numerous
Xavier professors and lots of
past friends who are in the fellowship,” She added.
King is ecstatic to be a
part of the fellowship. “Even
though I’m not done with the
fellowship, I’ve already encouraged next year’s seniors
to apply,” She said.
Both Parelli and King feel
that Xavier did a proficient
job in preparing them for the
fellowship.
“The business school prepares you well for interviews
and building your resume.
Outside of the business
school, there’s many differ-

ent internship opportunities. I
had a lot on my resume which
helped me in the process,”
Parelli said.
“Xavier is so awesome in
the sense that you can be involved in anything that you
want to and really get that
first-hand experience,” King
said.
“Orr is not just looking for
your major. They’re looking
for involvement,” King added.

Both students recommend
visiting the Career Development Office for help with
fine-tuning resumes and preparing for interview questions, something which aided
them in applying for the Orr
Fellowship
For more information
about Orr, you can reach out
to Lexie Steward, the director of recruitment at Orr for
Xavier students.

Photo courtesy of Madison Parelli

Madison Parelli (above) noted that the Business College helped her get
picked to be an Orr fellow by teaching her skills and building her resume.
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TRiO: Living Single Distance4Dreams:
on a Budget
Ratatouille
9 a.m.
movie showing
7 p.m.

7

9

8

14

SWEAT:
Crossfit by the
River
11:30 a.m.

QPR Institute Suicide Prevention
Workshop
7 p.m.

Life After Sunday:
Rosary and Night
Prayer
9 p.m.

15

16

Smooth
Transitions:
Study Tables
6 - 8 p.m.

Marketing
Association: Sales
Pitch Night
6 p.m.

10
BSA:
Playlist Battle
6 p.m.

17

CIE: International
Coffee Hour
3:30 p.m.

Saturday

International
Animation: Weekly
Meeting
7 p.m.
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XUSOTA:
Planting
Succulents
7 p.m.

Life After
Sunday: eXaLT
5:30 p.m.

XU Gaming:
Regular Meeting
5 p.m.
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Library desk keeps things moving
From finding books to cleaning surfaces, the help desk has you covered

B Y E MILY C ROFT
The McDonald Memorial Library has been around
for more than
years, but
the building has undergone a
series of major changes this
year, as noted by the front
desk workers.
The front desk exists to
assist students, faculty and
guests with finding everything they’re looking for,
whether that be books, magazines or answers to their ques-

tions.
In the past, the front desk
dealt with more customer service than it has seen this year.
Senior mathematics major
Sophia Fahey, a front desk
worker since last year, explained the a day-to-day operations have changed.
“It was more of an interaction before,” she explained.
“ ow there’s not as much to
do with the shortened library
hours and social distancing.”
While Fahey has been at
the library longer, sophomore

March 1
Student Government
Association Meeting Recap
B Y C HLOE S ALVESON

The Students Against Slavery Anti-Human Trafficking club has changed
their name to the Students Against
Trafficking Anti-Human Trafficking
club.
The senate is planning to vote on the
student activity budget allocation soon.
unior Myrah reen recently filled a
senate vacancy. Another senator position is still available.

applied chemistry major Emily Hoose offers a recent hire
perspective.
“The limits on what the library can provide now due to
the pandemic have definitely
hindered what we have to offer,” Hoose said
The students working at
the front desk focus the majority of their time on the circulation of the books for the
library. While this used to be
a quicker process, many tasks
have had to slow down to ensure that all safety measures
are being followed.
“The big difference now is
when books get returned, we
do a quarantine swap every
day,” Fahey noted.
This extra precaution allows Xavier to guarantee the
books are as safe as possible
for others to use. Despite this
year’s obstacles, front desk
workers continue to focus on
the positive aspects of their
job.
Fahey explained that the
front desk is here to help with
the questions students have to
offer.
“I really love when people
come up with random questions for me to help them figure out,” she said.
Hoose highlighted the
same idea, adding that helping
people is what the front desk
is there to do.

Newswire photo by Joseph Cotton

Even with more COVID-19 safety measures, the front desk workers are
eager to help Xavier students access resources and navigate the library.

“I think it’s really satisfying and fulfilling to help
people get the materials that
they need to learn here,” they
mentioned.
The front desk in the library offers new experiences
that can help prepare students
for the career-driven world.
Fahey described the skills
she’s developed as a result of

working at the front desk.
“Customer service and
problem solving are a major
part of this job,” she stated.
“And I think the front desk has
offered me a lot of experience
in these aspects.”
Hoose and Fahey encourage people to use the front
desk whenever they need assistance.

Cincy journalist talks reporting on social injustices
B Y M ORGAN M ILES
As a part of its social
mission and commitment to
faith-driven anti-racism conversations, Bellarmine Chapel
hosted a virtual event called
Across the Color Line with
Mark Curnutte
Curnutte discussed his
book Across the Color Line: Reporting 25 Years
in Black Cincinnati. This is
a compilation of newspaper
stories he’s written while covering African American social
issues in Cincinnati.
sing the book to frame
the event, Curnutte began by
reading from the prologue.
A multitude of historical events were mentioned.
Some examples include in
,when Ohio enacted an
anti-immigration law to regulate the population of Black
people and in
, when a
coalition led by the Cincinnati
AACP wanted police officers who killed Black students
to be held accountable.
“In my work, I served as a
conduit,” Curnutte explained,
“I went into communities
where the media often did not
go. I went not only in times of
crisis... I went and captured
daily life.”
Capturing diversity was
Curnutte’s goal when he im-

Photo courtesy of Bellarmine Chapel via YouTube

Former Enquirer reporter, Mark Curnutte spoke about his book, Across the Color Line: Reporting 25 Years in
Black Cincinnati

mersed himself in each Black
community.
Recalling those Black communities, Curnutte said, “(I
was often) the only White
person. I was given great hospitality and welcome... African
Americans do not receive that
welcome in predominantly
White communities.”
In his discussion, Curnutte
mentioned how he scoffs at
the idea he’s given a voice to
the voiceless or is doing so-

cial work for communities on
which he reported. He believes instead that he’s gained
a deeper understanding of
privilage and oppression.
“The voices you hear in the
book they aren’t my words,
they’re the words of very
strong people,” Curnutte said.
After the prologue, Curnutte quoted a few stories
from his book. oann Burton’s
funeral, for example, is a story
of injustice where a homeless

woman was killed by a police
cruiser in
.
Another example was
about icole Taylor, a woman
who attended a protest with
her -year-old and realized,
the he will be looked at in fear
because he’s Black.
Through the
s, Curnutte was coming of age as
a White reporter and discovered an interest in social justice advocacy.
Today, Curnutte feels very

fortunate that the Cincinnati Enquirer saw value in his
work.
His focus was not only in
the Black community, but
was also expanded to indigenous Central American, Asian
and African refugees and the
L BT community.
“ ust by being there so
much, I picked up that those
communities are not monolithic, and I realized the diversity. Every person was different, and every person had a
story,” Curnutte said.
ear the end of the Zoom
meeting, Curnutte responded
to questions. One guest asked
Curnutte where the faith
community has stood up and
where it hasn’t.
“The Christian church has
really failed to capitalize on
the shared faith of Blacks and
Whites in this country. ot
only has it failed to capitalize it it’s participated in the
justification of enslavement
and continues to support a
White nationalistic political
party, and its forebearer, Mr.
Trump,” Curnutte responded.
Across the Color Line: Reporting 25 Years in Black Cincinnati is available to buy on
ucincinnatipress.uc.edu.
The conversation was also
recorded and uploaded to the
Bellarmine Chapel’s ouTube
channel.

4

U.S. & World News

March 4, 2021

xaviernewswire.com

OH bill seeks to end death penalty
Reps. propose bill against capital punishment in unusually bipartisan effort

B Y O LIVIA V ALKNER
Ohio State Reps. ean
Schmidt (R-Loveland) and
Adam Miller (D-Colombus)
introduced a bill on Feb.
that has the potential to abolish the death penalty in the
state. The topic has been under scrutiny for years, and
many state legislators are
considering this bill the most
bipartisan effort in Ohio state
history.
Members of the Ohio Senate have also come out in support of the bill, including a bipartisan coalition led by Sen.
ickie . Antonio (D-Lakewood.)
The last instance of capital punishment in Ohio was
the execution of Cincinnatian
Robert van Hook in uly
.
Since then, Ohio has struggled to get safe concoctions of
the injection.
In
, overnor Mike
DeWine postponed all instances of death penalty by legal injection due to the steady
decline in lethal injection
supply. This reflects a federal
trend toward the diminished
use of capital punishment, or
irradication of it completely.
Schmidt, however, is playing various angles when it
comes to persuading her colleagues across the aisle.
Schmidt argues that the
death penalty spends more
taxpayer dollars, due to the

American, Overfield believes
the movement to eradicate is
headed in the right direction.
“It is ultimately important
for us to remember their humanity.” Overfield said. “ udging people by their worst action is a very dangerous rabbit
hole to go down, because I
think you will find, in the end,
very few of us are without
fault... Who does the death
penalty actually help Who
are we to decide who doesn’t
get to live anymore ”
Overfield sees a link between death penalty abolition
and prison reform as well.
“ obody comes out of
prison saying, Wow, I’m such
a better person now,’” she remarked.
Overfield recommends that
those who are interested in
exploring the death penalty
etflix’s doA bipartisan coalition of Ohio legislators is presenting a bill to abolish the death penalty within the state. While should watch
cu-series I Am a Killer. This
numerous appeals that come and universities alike, and the provide closure (or) prevent series presents first-person
from those on death row. She Xavier community is no ex- people from committing those interviews and nonfiction
cited that the average person ception. In the past few years, crimes,” and is ultimately a narratives of people on death
spends almost years await- Ohio has demonstrated plen- waste of taxpayer dollars. row.
“(The show) is fascinating
ing their dose of the injec- tiful civilian support for pris- She also hopes that money
on, police and death penalty saved from keeping people off and so well done,” Overfield
tion.
Republicans in support of reform.
of death row can be funneled raved. “In these situations,
Libby Overfield, a senior into community action and I often think about my own
the bill argue that housing ofprivilege and the situations
fenders in prison is ultimate- Philosophy, Politics and the crime prevention measures.
ly more cost-effective than Public and history double
Strong bipartisan support that I have been in.”
For those who feel more
funding their appeals. This major, spoke about the topic like this excites Overfield, becontention has helped spark and her personal experience cause she believes the issue of called to action, Overfield
bipartisan support in the studying death penalty re- the death penalty is a “human” recommends writing your loOhio State House of Repre- form in a first-year seminar at issue. While Rep. Schmidt’s cal lawmakers about the new
Xavier.
sentatives.
and many Republicans’ sup- death penalty legislation and
Overfield believes that port stems from the idea of researching their stances on
Capital punishment is a
hot-button issue across states capital punishment “doesn’t saving money for the average Rep. Schmidt’s proposed bill.

The Lighter Side

“The Weirdest, Wackiest and Wildest News of the Week!”

Hoppy heist, safety dances, orbisculation, glory holes
-

-

Photo courtesy of snappygoat.com

An Alabama woman painted her neighbor’s goat and now faces a felony.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Canadians are dubbing a hard-butter conspiracy theory “Buttergate.”

-

-
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Biden mandates end-of-year tests
States, Cardona fight back against standardized tests during a pandemic

B Y T YLER C LIFTON
Guest Writer
The Biden administration
announced on Feb.
that
they would mandate testing
on student learning at the end
of the school year.
This is a reversal of testing
waiver policies designed last
March by the Trump administration because of the pandemic as schools nationwide
transitioned to online learning.
Such testing in its current
form has been in place for the
past
years, with requirements to test once a year in
math and reading in grades
three through eight and once
in high school. Results from
these tests must be publicly
reported, and schools could
face sanctions if scores fall too
low. Federally, at least
percent of students are required
to participate in testing.
However, there are already
states fighting against these
requirements. Ohio, California, ew ork, Michigan and
eorgia have all submitted
requests for waivers, which
would allow them to cancel or
postpone state testing.
Federal Acting Assistant Education Secretary Ian
Rosenblum wrote that there
will be no consideration for
“blanket waivers of assess-

ments” this year, meaning
that the Biden administration
does not plan to cancel all
tests in any state or district.
Instead, the administration
would consider modifications
or postponements of standardized testing.
In eorgia’s appeal, the
state’s Department of Education emphasized that their
students were still dealing
with the mental challenges
brought on by the pandemic.
This sentiment has been
reflected in other aspects of

pandemic-age education as
well. Elementary and high
schools are now required to
report on several new factors
which may be relevant to understanding their extenuating
circumstances surrounding
standardized testing.
Chronic absenteeism is a
main focus of federal reporting. If possible, schools are
also expected to report information on their students’
access to computers and the
internet for remote learning.
These
announcements

by the Biden administration
were made before the Monday
confirmation of Secretary of
Education, Miguel Cardona.
The secretary noted during
his hearing that he believed
assessing students’ progress was important however,
he emphasized that he was
against gathering students in
person and risking potential
CO IDexposure to give
an exam.
Educators have found
themselves divided on this
issue, and this debate has ex-

tended into the Xavier community.
Xavier education professor
Dr. ody oogins thinks that
the pandemic has highlighted
the “opportunity gap” that exists in education in this country.
“For the most part, curriculum was designed to be in
person,” oogins pointed out.
“When we take away the ability to come to school, certainly
it exacerbates the situation.”
Among those who are
staunchly opposed to this decision are teachers’ unions.
President of the
ational
Education Association, Becky
Pringle voiced her opposition to standardized testing,
during a pandemic or otherwise.
“Standardized tests have
never been (a) valid or reliable
measure of what students
know and are able to do, and
especially unreliable now,”
Pringle said.
Concerns over the accuracy
and security of online tests
are common.
Some opposers believe
programs such as Respondus
Lockdown Browser can only
do so much in an attempt to
prevent cheating. They assert
that a score is less likely to
give an accurate portrayal of
the student’s mastery of the
topics that year.

Heating up: Dr. Helen Hwang on the final frontier
A NASA heat shield designer gets curious in a Newswire exclusive interview

B Y A VERY S TRYCHASZ
Guest Writer
Whether as a kid or as an
adult, we have all dreamed of
space. It is biological for us to
be curious and question what
we know little about. This
same curiosity led Dr. Helen Hwang to become a heat
shield designer for ASA.
Hwang, Project Manager for Heat Shields at ASA,
gave an exclusive interview to
ewswire to discuss how this
curiosity still impacts her daily life. Having been a part of
three missions to Mars, her
latest success the
Perseverance rover
has been
eight years in the making.
Heat shields are vital to a
successful mission, Hwang
emphasized. When a spacecraft enters an atmosphere at
high velocities, it generates
massive amounts of heat that
could contribute to internal
failure or incineration. The
role of a heat shield is to deflect this excess heat away
from the spacecraft and protect the internal structure.
Eighteen months before
the launch of the
Mars
rover, the Curiosity, Hwang
discovered a “heart-stopping”
problem. After doing extensive testing, they discovered
that the material being used in
the Curiosity’s heat shield was

vanishing under pressure.
Considering the team was at
risk of delaying the whole
mission if they couldn’t stay
on schedule, they were at a
loss.
Luckily, they were able
to collaborate with the team
working on the Artemis lunar
project to find materials that
would withstand entry into
Mars’ atmosphere. They took
these failures and used them
to evolve the design for their
next project the
Perseverance.
“This time around we
knew we had a design, but we
had to make sure that it was
going to be capable for this
new opportunity on Mars,”

Hwang said.
Considering that the Perseverance entered the Martian
atmosphere at a top speed of
,
miles per hour, it was
imperative for Hwang to be
meticulous in every single calculation.
early six months after its
uly
launch, the Perseverance landed on the red planet
on Feb. . Hwang was still
“incredibly nervous” for the
landing even though she is
considered a veteran in her
field.
“I knew they were going to
have a successful landing
but sometimes you just have
a bad day (on) Mars,” Hwang
said.

The Perseverance is the
third installment of the Mars
exploration program. The
rover will collect data, images
and most importantly samples
from the red planet to search
for any archaic life forms
Mars may have supported.
There are still two more
missions planned for Mars,
both of which will utilize
some form of Hwang’s heat
shield technology. In
,
ASA will launch a specimen-collection rover that will
collect the samples from the
Perseverance and also bring
them back to Earth.
Dr. Hwang is not willing to
give up after completing the
Mars missions.

“I think about the scope
of our solar system, and how
much more there is to explore
and learn and that’s what gets
me so excited every time,”
Hwang said.
One of the advantages to
working for ASA is that every day brings new challenges
and questions for a scientist
to consider. Hwang sees these
questions and applies them
beyond Mars to her “dream
destinations,” such as enus,
ranus and Titan.
But for Hwang, each and
every destination is worth
pursuing, as it helps to fill the
insatiable curiosity of a determined ASA scientist in an
ever-expanding universe.
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The status quo cannot touch us

Contrary to popular belief,
we are not cogs in a system
designed to keep an engine
running.
Our society holds no precedence over our livelihoods.
Institutions and organizations
cannot sanitize us because we
are perfectly imperfect, unusual, unique and quirky in our
own ways. We have the liberty
to move and think freely.
Our individuality and sense
of identity grant us the powers to shape the society we
populate. But, businesses and
companies recognized for creating the status quo impose a
code of conduct for the rest
of us to follow. The justice
system allows and encourages
judges, prosecutors and attorneys to prioritize efficiency
over justice.
Politics divide us, inviting
tribal-like opposition, and
businesses prioritize greed
over unity. Though we may
not set the rules, the majori-

ty are the ones who hold the people will arrive at this pivpower to change them. We, the otal moment where a choice
people, construct the society must be made to either conwe live under. The uphill bat- form or resist.
tle we face is to fight against
Those who are courageous
conforr e m i t y
We, the people, construct the soci- m a i n
a n d
ety we live under. The uphill battle p r u resist
dent
falling
and resist falling victim to the status rather
victim
quo. To let an establishment rob us t h a n
to the
of such untapped potential is a trag- t u r n status
i n g
edy.
quo. To
into
let an
opporestablishment rob us of such tunists, displaying signs of
untapped potential is a trag- true self-mastery.
edy. Marianne Williamson
However,
challenging
said it best “Our deepest fear choices will reveal themselves
is not that we are inadequate. to us in many ways. The staOur deepest fear is that we are tus quo adapts and changes
powerful beyond measure.”
to accommodate wherever we
At some point in our lives, are in our lives.
the dilemma of trying to preAs students, we are presserve our integrity, righteous- sured to concentrate on obness and identities will clash taining good grades to help
with our need to embrace the secure us a job out of college
status quo, inevitably landing to make money. This type
us at a crossroads. Millions of of pressure may force us to

lose track of our dignity and
mental, spiritual and physical
wellness.
Many may realize that
their lifelong aspirations of
financial success only further
reinforce the status quo. To
simply climb the economic
ladder, buy a big house, marry
a trophy spouse and gain notoriety lends no insight into a
larger vision or a devotion to a
greater purpose. It only feeds
the status quo. It’s harder to
think and act on your own accord than to regurgitate common patterns of behavior reflected in society.
There are far too many people well-adjusted to injustice,
willing to turn a blind eye to
inequality to avoid jeopardizing their careers or status.
To win the “battle,” we
have to discover why we are
devoid of outside influences.
There are so many distractions dissuading us from ever
fulfilling our deepest desires

and aspirations.
Big businesses, corporations, teachers, friends and
sadly even family members
may try to persuade you to
engage in work you truly do
not enjoy.
So, understanding your
purpose and catalyst in life
will give you a great sense of
pride in your life’s work. And
when you take pride in your
work, your life has meaning.
Despite how hard the status
quo may try to steer you off
your path, you will remain unshakable.

Newswire

It’s your turn to pay it forward
It is a sunny Friday evening in uly amid a global
pandemic. ou and your five
friends have decided to eat
out for the first time since
March
. ou grab a table at a Mexican restaurant
on the water. our server
seats you and brings the table a round of water in Mason ars. After munching
on chips and salsa, everyone places their order, and
the food is ready before you
know it.
ou ask for separate
checks to end this delicious
experience, but then realize
you only brought a
bill.
our total was
. , allowing you to tip just over a
dollar. Most of your friends
have a similar issue and the
table leaves the server approximately a
tip combined.
This server has worked
for over an hour bringing
food back and forth and
making sure you and your
friends have a pleasant experience. They are now left
with a
tip after waiting
on a
table.
This server is around your

age and is trying to make pull up for curbside pickup cause their hourly wage is
money to pay their monthly are luxury vehicles, and ev- low, sometimes between
rent, possibly after months ery so often we get a fancy to an hour. If all five tables
of unemployment due to sports car. I have seen people they served that hour did not
CO ID- . In not providing whose money means noth- leave a tip, they would have
a proper tip to the server, it ing and still decide not to tip. made next to nothing.
makes it more difficult for When you know that someIt is crucial to tip anytime
them to reach their goal.
one can afford to tip and does you are eating out, especially
I have been in the shoes not, it can be discouraging.
during a pandemic. Businessof this server. In May
,
It is extremely common es and restaurants all over
I started working at a lo- among college students and the world have been forced
cal restaurant in my town. yo u n g
Whether you have a good or bad to lay
The restaurant had an over- adults
expereince, it is always important o f f
whelming amount of take- to not
to tip. Leave the bad experiences m a n y
out order, since the dining k n o w
of their
for Yelp, not someone’s pay.
room was closed from the t h e
e m middle of March until the proper
ployees
end of une.
tipping etiquette. It is not during the pandemic just to
I was very grateful to have necessarily something that stay open.
a job to make money and keep people are taught it is someMany people currently
me busy. I really enjoyed the thing that comes with age don’t feel safe enough to dine
newly-familiar faces, and the and exposure.
indoors, so the availability
experience and the skills it
Every time you go out to of server jobs has decreased.
taught me. The job was a lot eat and have a server wait on
I am very impressed and
of work,
you,
it
is
inspired
by the “Tip-Off ”
Servers rely on tips because
but
it
common
going
on
right now in Cintheir hourly wage is low, somewas recinnati.
For
those unfamiliar
courtesy
times between $3 to $8 an hour.
warding
to leave with it, Xavier and niversiin
the
a
tip. ty of Cincinnati alumni are
end.
Whether you have a good or currently having a tip-off
Coming from an affluent bad experience, it is always where supporters of both
town in Connecticut, I have important to tip. Leave the schools try to one-up each
seen a varied spread of cus- bad experiences for elp, not other with the amount of tip
tomers come into the restau- someone’s pay.
money they are leaving at
rant. Most of the cars that
Servers rely on tips be- restaurants and bars.
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Tips with thousands of
dollars have been added to
checks, and it is undoubtedly
helping local restaurants and
bars. This story has made
national news and can be set
as an example for the rest of
the world on the impact that
the tips have on local companies.
I understand that most
people reading this might be
broke college students. I am
one as well. However if you
can afford to eat out, you can
afford to tip. ext time you
decide to eat out, make sure
you leave enough money to
give at least an
tip. Pay
it forward, and maybe it will
treat you well in the future.
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We’re all misogynists part 2
rowing up as a girl, the
first thing you learn is to hate
being you. ou start off as
any child wild, dirty and uncaring, but as you get older,
you learn that being a girl is
wrong. ou try to correct it
by hating pink, hating dresses, hating “girly” or feminine
things, hating other girls who
enjoy these things. ou consider yourself “not like other
girls.”
And how could we not
How could we not hate ourselves when the world constantly teaches us that we
should
We are bombarded with
images of what a girl should
be, or what a girl has to be.
We are told that boys don’t
like girls who act that way,
that ladies must act this way.
We are formed and molded to
the idea of what is accepted
and admirable. And we hate it.
We hate ourselves. We turn it
inward and outward until the
very image of “woman” is despicable to us.
Women on T and in film
are most often written by men
and are never as complex and
human as women in real life
are. We are indoctrinated by
the media to view women as
one-dimensional and simple,
so the fact that we are complex people with thoughts
and emotions confuses us
about what other women are
actually like.
The idea of not being like
“other girls” stems from the
conflict between what we are
shown we are and what we
know ourselves to be.
We are human beings with
independent thoughts, feelings and interests
it is the
world that tells us we aren’t.
So, life became competition.
Life became pleasing everyone
else and separating who we

are from who we are expect- sition, they face a constant
ed to be. Life became beating deluge of discrimination and
other girls down just to get a exclusion.
seat at the table. Life became
What side do they find
getting the approval of men, themselves on then How can
caring for men, pleasing men they make their false socialand in the process, turning ization meet with their true
our backs on other women.
identity Where can they find
We were then socialized the space to wholly be themto have a false consciousness. selves Where can any of us
We began to view ourselves find liberation
in the third person to correct
In an attempt to solve these
ourselves. To fix the flaws and problems, the ideas of liberal
mistakes that make us unat- feminism were formed to give
tractive, undesirable and “just women a sense of immediate
l i ke
(Liberal Feminism) is just capitalism reother
dressed as empowerment and action, built
girls.”
off the backs of women in third world
O u r
countries and sweatshops, barely paid a
minds
living wage in order to make the “femib e nist” T-shirts sold for $30 at Forever 21
came
controlled by what we perceived and temporary gratification.
as the male created ideal
et, it does nothing to adwoman.
dress real issues and find soluMargaret Atwood explains tions that will actually benefit
“Male fantasies, male fanta- women.
sies, is everything run by male
Liberal ideas of feminism
fantasies Even pretending dilute and water down femiyou aren’t catering to male nism to convince us that it acts
fantasies is a male fantasy
towards progress, when in reou are a woman with a man ality, it is just capitalism reinside watching a woman. ou dressed as empowerment and
are your own voyeur.”
action, built off the backs of
Clementine Radics wrote, women in third world coun“To be a woman is to be so tries and sweatshops, barely
burdened by the body you paid a living wage in order to
bury yourself inside it.”
make the “feminist” T-shirts
There is no escape from the sold for
at Forever .
false consciousness formed to
This isn’t feminism and it
protect our girlhood. We shut certainly isn’t progress, but
away the very parts of our- it does the job of pleasing
selves that make up our iden- enough people without maktity to seek safety from the ing an effort to disrupt the
constant criticism and danger status quo.
inherently part of being a
Rather than seeking real
woman.
power and real solutions, all
The consciousness of trans ideas and effects of oppresmen must still be affected by sion are turned into a mindset
the socialization they have in which the issue is suddenly
experienced since they were resolved if we apply the label
children. Pre-transition, they of “empowering” to it. But
were taught and forced to oppression is not a mindset. It
meet a certain ideal post-tran- is real and affects all women,
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Rather than centering femiso the solution must be real.
In being influenced by the nism around making appeals
competitive mentalities and to men to give us an iota of
perspectives that the patriar- respect, we should instead fochy has socialized women to cus on our own liberation from
have,
If we have communities built by them.
I f
femiwomen, built by people of color, built
t
h
e
nism
by those who identify as queer or
focus
h a s
trans, we can escape the... patriarchal
is on
turned
and capitalist society we live under.
supi n t o
individualism. If women are porting and helping one anforced to compete against other instead of fighting otheach other, how can we ever er women in order to get a
realize the extent of our op- seat at the table, we can build
pression and take steps to ac- lives for ourselves that are not
under men’s control. We can
tively work against it
By focusing on ideas of live on our own terms.
Radical
feminism
has
“empowerment” and individualism, liberal feminism re- taught me to prioritize wombrands oppression with “fem- en. Radical feminism focuses
inist” slogans and punchlines. on the structures that oppress
Rather than eliminating women and creating environgender stereotypes and ideas ments where women can esof gender itself, liberal femi- cape that oppression.
If we have communities
nism instead promotes those
very same stereotypes under built by women, built by peodifferent labels. Makeup be- ple of color, built by those
comes empowering. Heels be- who identify as queer or trans,
come empowering. Adhering we can escape the socialized
to the expected ideas of femi- consciousnesses and identities
forced on us by the patriarchal
ninity is empowering.
Are these things on their and capitalist society we live
own sexist
o. Being fem- under.
o woman can stand alone,
inine is not wrong, just exbearing the weight of her oppected.
Women have been punished pression on her own shouland ridiculed for not perform- ders. I don’t want to be equal
ing femininity. Makeup, cloth- to men I want to be free from
ing and other things labeled them. I want to live on my
as “feminine” have often been own terms. I want to create
used as tools by the patriarchy those terms and live free from
to oppress and control wom- violence, expectation and haen while profiting from their tred.
ingrained and enforced insecurities.
We should instead be allowed to be feminine or not
be feminine without it being a
performance at all, but rather
who we are.
What we should focus on
Newswire
is creating separate spaces for
women to gather and discuss
their own goals and identities.

Liberate free thought
It’s that moment between
sleep and waking up. In those
few precious seconds, we are
completely unfiltered, unplugged, unattached and unafraid. But then reality sets
in, our phone alarm trills, we
roll over to look at Snapchat
and we begin our day filled
with noise.
The rise of technology
has given us many advancements in life, but it has taken
away one of our most central functions as a human being free thought.
Descartes once described
having a day alone with his
thoughts as a “leisure.” Today, I believe that being
alone with our thoughts is
one of the scariest propositions that could be presented
to us.
This fear is not entirely
irrational. Each day we live
our lives through our profile
pictures on various social

media platforms. We have
been indoctrinated to believe that if we don’t maintain a constant presence
on these sites, then we will
cease to exist. A byproduct
of this constant inculcation
of technology is that we are
presented with a constant
influx of information. This
information has the power
to challenge and silence our
beliefs.
Whenever a thought occurs to us that might be radical or something that trends
away from what we have been
told, we panic. If we cannot
reinforce that thought in a
oogle search or a Twitter
trend, we choose to bury it
rather than say it aloud.
If we aren’t
certain that this thought can
please our followers or help
us maintain our image, then
we abandon it faster than
it takes oogle to give us a

billion results for the search
term “internet.”
This even occurs in the
classroom here at Xavier.
The professor asks a question, looks around the room
and the palpable silent tension increases as nervous
students glance down at
their hands or pretend to
look through their notes for
the answer.
ou know the answer,
but then you look up and
that fear of failure sets in.
Suddenly, you are mute and
unable to even comprehend
what the question is in the
first place. With an audible
look of disappointment, the
professor finally gives in and
presents the answer
the
answer that you knew but
didn’t have the confidence to
say.
The internet dictates what
we believe in, what we feel
and how we are allowed to

feel it. It has simplified our
human emotions into two
categories likes and dislikes.
I do not wish the world
to be this simple and neither
should you. I want the world
that I live in to have color and depth, curiosity and
ideas. I am tired of being
trapped in an LCD screen.
But when your whole world
is contained in your pocket,
sometimes it is easier to feel
through a “thumbs up.”
I understand how seductive it is to succumb to social
media. I agree that it is integral in making and keeping connections. I cannot,
however, continue to stand
by and watch my generation
be afraid of what they think
and feel.
I urge you to fight this
feeling. our thoughts are
valid.
our thoughts are
necessary. our thoughts are
change. Our world needs to

see change, and this can only
come from us being comfortable to think both internally
and externally. One of the
greatest masters of thought
to ever exist
Albert Einstein
said that “the measure of intelligence is the
ability to change.”
If we want to make a difference in our world, we have
to be willing to put down
the phone and think out
loud. Welcome those new
thoughts and nourish them,
because those thoughts can
lead to a revolution.

Avery Strychasz is a

wire
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Women’s b-ball wins on Senior Day
A’riana Gray led the way for Xavier with a near triple-double in the win

B Y J OE C LARK
Xavier women’s basketball
got their fifth win of the season on Sunday for Senior Day,
as the Musketeers defeated
the eorgetown Hoyas
.
It was also the Play Kay
Pink ame, and both teams
were decked out in pink to
celebrate the life of Kay ow,
the former women’s basketball coach at orth Carolina
State who passed away after
multiple battles with breast
cancer.
Xavier got out to a
run and didn’t miss a shot
during the run. For the first
quarter, they shot .
and
took a - lead.
Xavier scored five straight
points to open up the second
quarter off a three from senior forward Deja Ross and a
basket from sophomore guard
Kae Satterfield (four points,
four rebounds).
eorgetown cut the Xavier lead to ten on a layup by junior illian Archer ( points,
nine rebounds), but the Musketeers took a - lead into
the half.
With a -point lead, senior guard Aaliyah Dunham

game and take home the win.
The win moved Xavier to
- on the year and - in the
conference.
Xavier’s
defense
was
strong, as they turned over

the Hoyas
times.
“We said we got to speed it
up and controlling the tempo
of who has it more is gonna be the winner today. Our
kids had the tempo the whole
game, and we made them play
a little bit faster than they
wanted to play. And that was
huge for us to get this win,”
Xavier Head Coach Melanie
Moore said.
“What an unbelievable
fight. From the start, how
aggressive we came out, and
it started with our seniors,”
Moore said. “They will forever remember that their last
home game was a W,” Moore
continued.
The win also clinched the
nine seed in the Big East
Tournament, and Xavier will
take on the o.
seed St.
ohn’s on Friday at
a.m. at
Mohegan Sun in ncasville,
Conn.
“It’s confidence moving
forward,” Moore said. “It
sums up everything we talk
about in practice, and they
carried over in every category in the game. That’s what
it’s about. It’s the buy in, the
belief, and then the discipline
for them to go out there and
execute the game plan.”

,as he fell with a - record
while in net this season.
This win would make St.

Louis - on the season while
Xavier fell to - .
Xavier had to bounce back
quickly as they faced the Chicago State Cougars on Sunday.
The Musketeers scored
seven goals in just the first
half to take a commanding
- lead into the break.
Xavier’s goal scorers in the
first half were Boe-Tangen,
olly, redshirt freshman Cameron Phillips, freshman Sondre Taklo, freshman Parker
Crowell and two goals from
sophomore Karsen Henderlong in the
nd and
rd
minute.
Henderlong’s two goals
added to his impressive sophomore campaign, giving him
six total in the early part of
the season.
The Musketeers would
then score two goals in the
rd and th minute to make
it - .
Xavier redshirt senior
Bryce Curran and Crowell
then scored one goal apiece
in the
rd and
th minutes. Ten minutes later, Taklo
scored a second time.
All of these goals left the
Musketeers with a dominant
- win.
Redshirt junior goalie Eddie Walsh made his first start
in goal for Xavier and came
out victorious. The win put
Xavier back above .
at - .
Xavier has one match this
upcoming week as they open
up their Big East schedule
against the Creighton Blue
ays on Saturday at noon.

Newswire

(
points, six steals) hit a
three-pointer with
left
off an assist from fellow senior forward A’riana ray (
points, rebounds, seven assists).
Xavier led by ten at the

end of the third quarter and
had a lead of
with
left
in the half.
eorgetown went on a
- run to get within six
with
to play, but Xavier
held steady to close out the

Xavier men’s soccer goes 1-1 over the weekend

B Y J AKE G EIGER

Xavier men’s soccer had its
ups and downs this past weekend as they fell to St. Louis but bounced back against
Chicago State. Both games
were held at the rand Park
Sports Campus in Westfield,
Ind.
The Musketeers struggled
in their first game on Friday
as they lost - to the St.
Louis Billikens.
St. Louis junior defenseman Chandler augh struck
early as he hit a ball from the
left corner of the box in the
th minute of play to make
it - St. Louis.
The Billikens would score
ten minutes later as midfielder Mason Leeth made it off a header.
The Musketeers made a
quick statement to start the
second half, though, as redshirt sophomore forward Felix Boe-Tangen capitalized
off a set piece from freshman
midfielder erome olly.
olly now has four assists
on the season to lead the way
for Xavier. This header was
Boe-Tangen’s first goal of
the young season and fifth for
his entire career.
His goal just outside the
net cut the deficit to one.
Though, in the nd minute, St. Louis would put the
nail in the coffin as Simon
Beecher connected on a long
ball to make it a - victory
for the Billikens.
St. Louis would score on

half of their shots on goal as
Redshirt senior goalie Matt
Xavier only had three shots Rosenberg did make three
on net the entire game.
saves, but it was not enough

Sports
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Xavier upsets Bluejays, loses on road
B Y L UKE S ERVELLO
Guest Writer

Facing off against Creighton, the o.
team in the
nation at home on Senior Day
was a daunting task for Xavier, but was also a tremendous
opportunity to inch closer to
securing an at-large CAA
tournament bid. The Musketeers capitalized on this opportunity in a big way, beating Creighton - .
Make no mistake about it,
this was Xavier’s best win of
the season, in the most important time of the year.
Senior guard Paul Scruggs,
playing in his last game at
Cintas Center, turned in a
monster performance.
Scruggs tallied points to
go with seven boards and five
assists. Scruggs, who’s known
to be the heart and soul of
this team, went out with a
bang.
Xavier Head Coach Travis
Steele had this to say after the
game about the senior guard
“ ou could just tell he wasn’t
gonna let our team lose today.”
Scruggs balled out
there’s no doubt about that.
But he also got the help needed to beat a high-powered
team like Creighton.
Sophomore forward Zach
Freemantle turned in a

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer

Dwon Odom was a star for Xavier against Creighton, as he made some key plays late and contributed 12
points. Xavier’s freshman trio of Odom, Colby Jones and C.J. Wilcher have been key contributors lately.

point,
rebound performance. Freshman Dwon
Odom was also very steady.
He set up the Musketeers offense, finishing with
points
and only one turnover.
All in all, the game was a
great resume-boosting win
for Xavier.
However, it was one step
forward, two steps backward

for Xavier.
Coming off a huge win on
Senior Day against Creighton,
Xavier suffered a setback at
the hands of the eorgetown
Hoyas on Tuesday.
It started with an absolutely disastrous first half
that saw Xavier score just
points.
eorgetown grabbed

offensive rebounds in the half,
helping lead them to a at the break.
“I just didn’t think our effort was there in the first half
and that’s just mind boggling
to me,” Steele said.
Despite
this,
Xavier
wouldn’t go away. Led mainly
by sparkplugs Adam Kunkel
and KyKy Tandy, Xavier slow-

ly inched back in the game in
the second half, cutting the
Hoyas’ lead down to four with
seconds left.
But after a few missed
shots and a couple eorgetown free throws to ice it,
Xavier fell - .
This loss brings Xavier
closer to being left out of the
field of
on Selection Sunday.
There were positives coming out of the eorgetown
game, however.
Xavier made their run with
primarily three freshmen and
two sophomores in the game.
Xavier’s young guns took
charge, providing a lot of
hope for the future of Xavier
basketball.
There’s work to be done if
this team wants to go dancing.
They close out their regular
season on Saturday at p.m.
when they square off with
Marquette.
Currently, the Musketeers
are still in the CAA Tournament field in brackets posted
on Bracketville and ESP .
If the Musketeers make the
tournament, it will be their
first tournament appearance
under Steele. The Musketeers
last made the tournament in
as a o. seed, but they
lost in the round of
against
Florida State.

Baseball drops weekend series on road Sports
The Musketeers lost three out of four against Wofford last weekend
Banter

B Y W ILL P EMBROKE
Multimedia Show Manager

In a four-game series this
past weekend, the Xavier
baseball team was only able
to pick up one win versus the
Wofford Terriers on the road.
The first matchup between
the two teams saw Wofford
winning - in a relatively
even matchup. Xavier finished
the game with six hits to Wofford’s seven.
Xavier’s junior third baseman ack Housinger and junior designated hitter eff
Holtz each led the team with
two hits apiece, with Holtz
scoring twice in the process.
unior pitcher Lane Flamm
threw all six innings for the
Musketeers, giving up only
two earned runs and striking
out six Wofford hitters.
Photo courtesy of goxavier.com
The second matchup between the teams saw more of Xavier baseball lost three out of four to Wofford over the weekend, dropping their record to 3-4 on the season.
the same, with Wofford win- While the Musketeers series this weekend got postponed, they resume play next weekend against Mercer.
ning - over the Musketeers. sophomore second baseman scoring contest, Xavier came outs, but finished the final
Left fielder Alex Helmin ared Cushing and junior out hot, scoring two runs in game hitting two batters with
secured a team high of two right fielder Luke Franzoni, the first inning.
a pitch.
hits as Xavier and Wofford as well as a two-run home run
Xavier’s scheduled series
Kelly and Franzoni each
each finished with six hits.
by junior catcher Luke Ste- finished with two hits, in ad- this weekend versus the AuThree Musketeer errors phenson, propelled the Mus- dition to graduate student burn Tigers has been canultimately lost the game, al- keteers to a win.
catcher atale Monastra, who celed due to issues related to
though senior starting pitchSophomore pitcher Ethan ended the game with two him- CO ID- .
er ick Zwack gave up zero Bosacker secured his first win self.
Look for the Musketeer
earned runs in . innings.
of the season, while sophoThe Musketeers struggled baseball team to bounce back
ame three saw a different more onathan Kelly picked to keep the Terriers off the from the series loss a week
result for Xavier, as they end- up his second save.
bases, allowing six earned from Friday in Macon, a. as
ed up winning - over Wofthey take on the Mercer Bears
The final game of the four- runs and eight hits.
ford.
game series ended with an The pitching staff ended in a three-game series beginTwo solo home runs by Musketeer defeat. In a high with a series high eight strike- ning March .

“Stick to Sports” moves
to sports
Fans have been telling reporters to “stick to sports”
for what seems like an eterenity. However, the “movement” came into the sports
world last week when soccer star Zlatan Ibrahimovic
said LeBron ames was too
politically motivated. ames
didn’t take kindly to Ibrahimovic’s comments, and the
two are currently feuding.
Big Kat to Florida
As Tiger King taught us,
Florida has a lot of big
cats like jaguars and tigers.
They added another one
when Big Kat Bryant, the
former Auburn defensive
end, announced he was
transfering to the niversity of Central Florida to
play football for his former
Auburn coach.
No Ayo, no problem
Despite missing star guard
Ayo Dosunmo, the Illinois
Fighting Illini dispatched
the Michigan Wolverines
- on Tuesday night.
Kofi Cockburn contirbuted
points and seven rebounds, while Trent Frazier
led the team with
points.
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Fan-favorite game shows to enjoy

B Y M ORGAN M ILES
If you don’t watch movies
or binge etflix often, like me,
game shows are an option for
lazy days of lounging with a
bag of chips.
Requiring little to no attention or the pressure of keeping up with every episode,
game shows match the lack
of commitment and energy
found within a stressed-out
college student.
Here are my favorite game
shows that have aired in the
past year.
Name That Tune
Name That Tune is filmed in
Australia and hosted by ane
Krakowski and Randy ackson. The hosts are a power
team ackson gives me American Idol host nostalgia, while
Krakowski is ackson’s desperate yet oddly charismatic
other half. She shamelessly
asks men if they are single in
multiple episodes.
If you like to play alongside contestants, Name That
Tune is a good choice. Trying
to figure out the answer before the contestants is a fun
game to play with your roommate.
The premise of the show is
two random people battle to
guess the name of a song.
A live band on stage performs, and the contestants

Game shows such as Super Market Sweep, Name That Tune and The Chase make it to the top of the list of
game shows still airing in 2020-21. Even though some are new, these shows will remain objectively enjoyable.

earn money for each correct answer. My favorite part
about guessing the song title
is that if you’re even off by a
letter, it doesn’t count.
Also, if you’re rooting for
someone specifically, you can’t
get butt-hurt because either
way both contestants go home
with thousands of dollars.
The show is only ever disappointing when someone
doesn’t immediately know
Dolly Parton’s “ to .”
The Chase
Another game show where

you can play alongside the
contestants is The Chase. In
this show, Jeopardy! winners take on ameteur trivia
contestants. The contestant’s
ability to answer random
trivia will determine if they
make it to the final round, the
most intense part.
There will be one to three
contestants in the final round
depending on who passed the
initial trial. At this point, all
the contestants’ money is on
the line.
ou’ll have a love-hate re-

were eager for a sequel as soon
as the credits rolled, and as of
early February this year, they
got their wish. Little Nightmares 2 follows a young boy
by the name of Mono, as he
traverses a distorted city with
his companion, a girl named
Six (the protagonist of the
original game).
The game is full of charm,
as the warped visuals and
moody art styles of the setting lend itself to that of a
Brothers rimm fairy tale.
And although this may all
sound pleasant, the game is
nothing but disturbing.
Tarsier Studios uses the
games unique style beautifully to exemplify and symbolize just how young and small
these characters are and how
the world around them is surrounded with danger.
They also use these themes
to twist and distort common childhood fears of mean
school teachers and trips to
the doctor to create some truly horrifying monsters that
will gladly catch and kill your
main character.
However, at times the game
suffers from its presentation.
The story book style means
that every level and setting
is presented to us in a . -D
perspective. This makes the
game incredibly frustrating
at times, as puzzles and chase
scenes are heavily reliant on
platforming, and it’s almost

impossible at times to line up
your jumps from an incredibly
restricted perspective. That,
mixed with a new and clunky
combat system required at
several moments in the game
suffering from the same perspective problems can, sometimes make Little Nightmares 2
a little too nightmare-ish.
Hitman 3
The Hitman series has existed since
, but Danish
developers IO Interactive decided that the long-running
series following legendary
bar-coded assassin Agent
needed a revamp for the new
generation. And so Hitman
(
) was released to critical
acclaim, as was its first sequel,
Hitman 2, in
. However,
with two major developers
leaving IO Interactive almost
mid-development, the company lost major money, and the
future of Hitman 3 was on
shaky ground. But I am proud
to say that as of late anuary,
Hitman 3 is finally here, and
it’s amazing.
What I love about the game
is that it is so much more than
a murder simulator. First and
foremost, it’s a puzzle. For
those who couldn’t guess from
the title, you are an assassin
tasked with going to different
locations around the globe,
and eliminating some of the
world’s most powerful people.
It’s a constant game of How
do I get from here to my tar-

lationship with the Jeopardy!
winners who are equally admirable geniuses and sarcastic
commentators.
There’s no reason to roast a
contestant so hard when they
are just trying to make some
cash, though I’d also argue
they’ve earned the bragging
rights.
The title refers to the eopardy! star
the “chaser”
always lurking a few correct answers behind the contestant. So if the contestant
makes a mistake, they don’t

move forward and risk being
caught.. When the masters
of game show trivia catch up
to you it’s an indicator that
you’ve lost.
ou’ll scream at the T
when the answers are super
obvious or laugh when an
older Jeopardy! player doesn’t
know the latest fad.
Supermarket Sweep
I would sign up to be on
Supermarket Sweep because
it’s entertaining just to watch.
Like the previous two game
shows, Supermarket Sweep is a
reboot of an old classic.
Three groups of pairs line
up and take each other on in a
battle of supermarket knowledge.
There’s a variety of challenges, such as the unscrambling of grocery product-related words, that help the
contestants with the main
event. Arguably the best part
of the show is watching contestants run around to put
items into their shopping cart.
The goal is to earn the
most money by putting the
highest-priced products into
your cart. Typically, parents
win the competition because
they understand that the goto’s are baby formula, diapers,
kitchenware and eti coolers.
nfortunately, Leslie ones’
hosting is just obnoxious
screaming. ou’ll have to ignore her to enjoy the show.

Video game sequels satisfy many excited gamers
B Y G RIFFIN B RAMMER
ideo game sequels have
notoriously been hit or miss.
Some sequels are regarded as
better than the originals (such
as the likes of Final Fantasy 7
and Resident Evil ), while others have faded into obscurity
or been tossed into the dumpster (like pretty much any D
Sonic game). Perhaps a few
of you would also agree that,
only
months in,
has
also been pretty hit or miss.
o matter what March
has yet to bring us, let it be
known that at the very least,
this year will live on in infamy as the best year for video
game sequels. From delightfully horrifying puzzlers to
globe-trotting espionage and
assassination, the few sequels
that have yet released thus far
have been (no pun intended)
game-changing.
Whether you were devoted
fans of the originals, or looking to pick up a new series
entirely, here are two recent
sequels that might just pique
your interest to pick up a controller.
Little Nightmares 2
The
indie horror-platformer Little Nightmares from
Swedish development team
Tarsier Studios gained an almost instantaneous cult-following upon its release. Fans

Photo courtesy of creativecommons.org

get without getting spotted ’
With dozens of different
routes and passageways and
a dozen more disguises and
opportunities for unique kills,
it feels genuinely satisfying to
solve that puzzle it encourages you to play again and find
a new unique solution over
and over to your heart’s content. Wanna throw someone
off the tallest building in the
world Done. Bury someone alive in their own grave
Sure. Maybe you want to
crush someone with an industrial-grade grape press Hey

man, the world’s your oyster.
The six new locations are
as beautiful as they are deadly. IO Interactive, as dedicated
as they are, have made every
previous mission from the last
two games available in this
one.
Thid means you have
unique and beautiful destinations to use as your personal playground, all the while
playing through the intricate
ames Bond-level story of espionage that has been building
up over the course of half a
decade.
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Cincinnati thrift store
scene thrills students
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B Y E MILY C ROFT

A&E SINGLES

Cincinnati is loaded with
thrift stores, which can be
overwhelming and confusing.
Whether looking for vintage or chic, here are some
top stores to go to for second-hand, fashionable clothing in the ueen City.
Located in orthside, Casablanca intage offers the best
antique fashion in the area,
focusing on clothing from the
s to the
s.
Casablanca intage opened
in
as a menswear shop
that focused on the film and
theater industries. This is still
true, but the store has pieces
for any avid lovers of vintage
clothing and trends.
While it is a small store and
currently allows only a few
people in at a time, the owners
have made use of their space.

B Y G RACE C ARLO

Justice.

Ginny & Georgia
Newswire photo courtesy of Emily Croft

ou’ll find racks of vintage
sweaters, along with timeless
dresses, coats, varsity jackets
and so much more.
When I first walked into
the store, I was amazed by
the timeless pieces it had to
offer. My eye was drawn to
the sweater selection. The collection of sweaters sold will

Newswire photo courtesy of Emily Croft

automatically brighten your
closet. The fun and bright
colors are some of the very
colors coming back into style
now, such as bright greens
and fun neons.
Casablanca
intage also
offers a wide collection of accessories, including sunglasses, patches, pins and jewelry
from decades ago. The store’s
secret treasure trove includes
a shoe repair service the owners run throughout the week
for customers.
With the pandemic, Casablanca has been able to stay
open with limited hours, from
p.m. to p.m. every day,
and limits its capacity to five
to seven people at a time.
They ask their customers
to visit with smaller groups
so that everyone is able to
have a chance to peruse their
ageless collections.
Settled cozily in Over the

Rhine, the Mannequin Boutique provides second-hand,
higher-end fashion to its customers. This shop is piled
high with classic cashmere
sweaters and beautiful jewelry, mostly catering to women
while also having a small collection for men in the back of
the store.
The Mannequin Boutique
does one thing different than
many stores which brings a
lot of public attraction. All
of the proceeds from sales are
donated to a list of local charities in Cincinnati to help others in the city who are struggling with addiction or other

issues.
pon first walking in, I
was taken aback by the variety
of classy clothes and accessories. From Prada purses to
immy Choo shoes, the small
boutique has fun little treasures that anyone can add to
their closet.
The highlight of my time
in the store was the array of
rings they have to offer, full of
dainty and colorful pieces that
complement every person’s
hand.
The boutique is open
Wednesday through Saturday
from
p.m to p.m. and
p.m. to p.m. on Sunday.

New Spears documentary is decidedly different
B Y O LIVIA V ALKNER
Everyone
remembers
Britney Spears’ shaved head
freak-out in
. While most
chalked it up to mental illness, the new Hulu documentary Framing Britney Spears,
produced by the ew ork
Times, attempts to shed light
on her whole story. It follows
Spears’ humble beginnings,
rise to tabloid royalty and her
father’s role as conservator of
her person and estate.
The documentary starts
with fan videos that present
the FreeBritney movement.
The beginning of the documentary is laughable, as it
appears that these videos and
even protests have been put
together by millennials to exercise their superiority complexes.
Watching people sport hot
pink outfits with their “Free
Britney” signs made me question if this would be worth an
hour and
minutes of my
life.
As a fan of Spears’ music,
and out of genuine concern
for the ethics of her situa-

tion, I pressed on. Despite
the strange first
minutes
of the documentary, I was
shocked at all I learned as I
continued to watch.
The documentary walks
through her career and effectively lays out how her reputation was mutilated and manipulated by tabloids, romantic
interests and the media.
Clips of Spears on primetime news, radio shows and
paparazzi shots are strategically placed throughout the
documentary to highlight her
never-ending struggle to establish herself as a respectable artist.
Struggles with her divorce,
custody battles and details of
her private life often became
the front page stories of tabloids and fueled her outbursts,
which were also caught on
camera.
Spears became this image
of everything wrong with
celebrities, yet the public was
entertained and had to stay
updated. This is evidenced in
the documentary as Spears is
being interrogated by national
news anchors or harassed by
the paparazzi to the point of

tears.
The most intriguing claims,
however, are those that surround her father, amie. The
documentary explains how
he acquired and has retained
conservatorship of Spears’
personal and financial relations, and how the prolonged
acquisition to rights of her
performance contracts, medical affairs and income is unjust and unnecessary.
While there are interviews from all angles of the
situation, including past and
present accomplices, the documentary lacks arguably the
most important perspective
Britney Spears’.
The
ew
ork Times
reached out to Spears, her
family, others associated with
her management and both
legal teams of the conservatorship, but the requests went
unanswered.
It will likely be years before
a new perspective or evidence
is presented that would help
to fill gaps in her story. Still,
this documentary is very intriguing and prompts deep
thought about the common
occurrence of dehumaniza-

The new Britney Spears documentary “Framing Briteny Spears” expertly

tion by the media.
The in-depth analysis of
Spears’ situation helped me
better understand her circumstances and help justify her
seemingly-reckless behavior.
I’ll admit, the documentary does somewhat justify the
motives and actions of the
FreeBritney movement, despite its questionable methods
and appearance.
We all thought that we
knew Spears, but we actually

just knew her reputation.
ow, we know even less
about the singer because of
the constraints placed on her
while under the conservatorship of her father, something
you will have to watch the
documentary to learn more
about.
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Make a bracket, win a pizza

March Madness is upon us. Here at the Back Page, we don’t know much about basketball, but we love the time-honored tradition of
bracket-making. So to celebrate, we’re creating a bracket of macs. A Mac-et, if you will. Fill it out and send a picture to
callahana2@xavier.edu along with a short explanation of why your bracket’s a winner.
Mac ‘n’
Fleetwood Mac
Our favorite will win a $20 Domino’s gift card.
Cheese
our mom’s favorite
The
band, and yours if
Written by Back Page Editor Aidan Callahan and guest writer Tyler Clifton

quintessential mac.

you’re cool.

Macklemore

Macadamias

He’s going thrift
shopping later, want
to come

The nut that will
make you nut.

Macintosh Computers

Machiavelli

The father of modern
political science, but
that’s not why I call
him daddy.

Mac from It’s Always
Sunny in Philadelphia

winner

“I’m not fat, I’m
cultivating mass.”

Mac users can’t
catch a virus, nor
can they catch a
date.

Mac from Foster’s
Home for
Imaginary Friends
“Holy haberdashery ”

The Macarena

Anthony Mackie

A staple of any “songs
that make White people
lose their sh t” playlist.

obody’s favorite
Avenger.

Mac Jones

Macárons

Best B in college
football last season
definition of an
Alabama B.

A type of french
cookie and a great
cheat day snack.

Macroeconomics

McDonalds
Admit it you had
a crush on Ronald
McDonald as a kid.

It’s what keeps
you drinking
coffee at a.m.

MacKenzie Falls

Tarmac

The prime-time soap
opera that stole our
collective childhood
hearts.

Aries Since last March, the world
has gotten worse at an exponential
rate. If this continues, we’ll probably all be dead by next March. So
why not ask out your crush
Taurus Sometimes, opportunity
comes knocking. Answer the door.
Let the Mormons of opportunity
into your home, and let them tell
you all about esus.
Gemini As the beautiful weather
returns, so too has Elliot returned
to dancing on the Husman stage,
and all is right with the world.

Cancer Everyone deserves forgiveness, even your friend who faked
having a terminal illness. Even
having fake cancer can be a taxing
experience.

The material runways are made out
of. How can you
not love it

Leo ou are going to be stressed
about a difficult assignment all week
while your theater major friend goes
to bed early, as their only homework
is “work on your breathing.”
Virgo Like Tiger Woods, you’ve
only got three moods Baller ,
cheat on your wife and crash your
car .

Libra et hype for March
Madness ot the basketball
tournament, the degradation of
your mental health as you realize
you haven’t started applying for
internships yet.
Scorpio WandaVision ends this

week, so the stars officially can’t
think of any purpose to your life.

Sagittarius Expect more from

your elected officials. Imagine if
S A was like the Biden administration they say they’re gonna
get better Wi-Fi on campus and
instead they bomb Syria.

Capricorn Watch out

tomorrow you’ll be locked out of your
room in only your underwear. It
won’t even be comical, it will just
be really annoying for your RA.

Capricorn ou’re just so awesome

you deserve two horoscopes. Pat
yourself on the back, and then go
make fun of some Aquariuses. Those
kids are weird.

Pisces It’s been getting warmer
the past few days, so get out of
your dorm. ou may catch Father
raham catching some rays on the
lawn.

